Tarzie Vitachi Profile

Tarzie Vitachi was born in Sri Lanka in 1921 and is credited of having co-pioneered the concept of 'Development Journalism'. 

He is a Fleet Street trained journalist, yet, he was very critical of the western media reporting of the "Third World" which he once described in an interview as reflecting news values rooted in the 19th century. He was also equally critical of many Asian governments' control of the media. 

In 1959 he left his native Sri Lanka where he was a leading newspaper editor after the government banned his book on the 1958 Emergency. He won the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Prize in 1959 for it. 

He spent most of his time after that, first in Hong Kong and later in the West, where he worked as an Executive Officer with UNICEF. He was also the first journalist from a developing country to write a regular column for a western news magazine when he became a regular columnist for Newsweek in the 1970s. He was not only a prolific writer but also a regular trainer of journalists in Asia, having founded the Asian Press Union. 

He died of cancer in the early 1990s.

