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Cut 1 – Theme

Nar: 
Hello and welcome to “Asian Voices” a monthly radio magazine of news, views and interviews on media and communication issues in the Asian region, brought to you by the Asian Media Information and Communication Center – AMIC -  in Singapore. I’m Tharuka Prematillake..


In this programme we explore technology, culture, communications and the media and bring you views and interviews from AMIC's 19th annual conference held in Singapore recently. 

Cut 2 - Music  (Singapore)






(0'05")

Nar:
Over the past three decades and especially since the dawn of the 21st century, modern communication technology has revolutionalised the way we communicate with each other, sometimes over thousands of kilometers. 


In the 1970s, there was an acrimonious debate in international forums, especially at UNESCO, about creating a new international communication and information order, because the newly independent countries of the Global South were unhappy about the way they were reported by a handful of western news agencies. More than 30 years later, even with the availability of comparatively cheap modern communication technology, very little has changed in this sphere.


Addressing the opening plenary session of the 19th AMIC annual conference in Singapore, Indian born Professor Bella Mody of Colorado University in the US, reflected on this fact. 

Cut 3 - Mody


In: In the 1970s ...


out: .. don't look only at the technology.



(2'50")

Nar:
That was Professor Bella Mody of Colorado University. 

Cut 3 - Music (Indian)







(0'10")

Nar:
In Asia, journalism has traditionally been a low-status job with low pay, taken up by people who are unable to get into universities. But in the past decade this has begun to change, many journalists, especially in television, earn good money. Many tertiary institutions have begun to introduce mass communication courses with journalism majors and also many specialised journalism schools have begun to mushroom across Asia in recent years. Yet, many employers still prefer to recruit non-graduates for journalism jobs in many Asian countries. 


Is it a failure of these institutions to produce suitable graduates or are media institutions slow to change their mindsets?


At the AMIC conference, media academics debated this issue during a two hour long session and we now bring you some excerpts from it. 

Cut 4 - Benchmarking session 1


In: We have been in this business of journalism education for several years ...


Out: ..... skills based put into a place. 











( 7'00")

Cut 5 - Music (Asian)







(0'15")

Nar:
When we talk about media education or journalism training, we tend to think only about the mainstream commercial or public media. Both of which are market driven in most Asian countries. 


What about the community media? This is a sector of the media industry which is rapidly expanding, especially with the availability of modern digital technology making it cheaper to produce media contents, be it radio, television or text-based media. 


So what drives the community media? How could it compete with the big players and who should train community media practitioners? These are some of the issues "Asian Voices"s Suruchi Mazumdhar took up with the internationally-renowned community media and development communications expert, P.V Sateesh of the Deccan Development Society from India. 

Cut 6 - Sateesh interview


In: You spoke about the peoples connection with the media ...


Out: ... it doesn't bother them.











(8'55")

Nar: 
That was P.VSateesh of the Deccan Development Society from India talking to Suruchi Mazumdhar. 

Cut 7 - Music (Indian)







(0'10")

Nar:
As you have heard already in this programme the media in Asia is diverse and their needs are varied. Perhaps training them via a North American curriculum and educating them to merely work in a media environment guided by market forces may not be the ideal journalism education model for Asia. 


We rejoin the session on journalism education at the AMIC annual conference in Singapore recently where Asian scholars are discussing the different knowledge journalism students may need to work in some media environments which are more focused on serving the country's development needs. 

Cut 8 - Benchmark discussion 2


In: Students become practitioners...


Out: ... it was very popular in Sri Lanka. 











(3'30")

Cut 9 - Music (Sri Lankan) 






(0'10")


(fade down under voice)

Nar: 
We have come to the end of another issue of Asian Voices, which was produced by Kalinga Seneviratne and brought to you by myself Tharuka Prematillake. 


This has been a production of the Asian Media Information and Communication Centre – AMIC – in Singapore. 


In our next issues we will examine the issue of de-colonizing the Asian mindset.  


Until then good-bye. 

Cut 10 – Music (fade up)

(END)

